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Professional objectiveProfessional objective

As educators, you will reconnect with your As educators, you will reconnect with your 
understanding of children's emergent understanding of children's emergent 
literacy processes and rediscover literacy processes and rediscover 
practices to support children's literacy practices to support children's literacy 
through experiences that make sense to through experiences that make sense to 
young children.young children.



Today you willToday you will……
�� Explore the use of literacy play in context to Explore the use of literacy play in context to 

support the success in literacysupport the success in literacy

�� Assess and use a range of literacy resources Assess and use a range of literacy resources 
and practices to apply your understanding of and practices to apply your understanding of 
literacy skills and conditions for language literacy skills and conditions for language 
developmentdevelopment..



Outline of workshopOutline of workshop
�� Introduction Introduction –– thinking about literacythinking about literacy
�� Defining Defining ‘‘literacyliteracy’’ and national expectationsand national expectations
�� Look at the four integrated components of literacy Look at the four integrated components of literacy 

(SLRW)(SLRW)
�� Discuss the  skills and behaviours children need to Discuss the  skills and behaviours children need to 

develop to be successful readers and writersdevelop to be successful readers and writers
�� Revisit the five (5) basic conditions for Language Revisit the five (5) basic conditions for Language 

DevelopmentDevelopment
�� Examine worksheets and find alternative practices that Examine worksheets and find alternative practices that 

support literacy in contextsupport literacy in context
�� Review the Developmental Stages in learning to writeReview the Developmental Stages in learning to write

What would be your priority to cover today?What would be your priority to cover today?



““Learning to read and write is critical to a childLearning to read and write is critical to a child’’s success s success 
in school and later in lifein school and later in life…….The early childhood years .The early childhood years ––
from birth through age eightfrom birth through age eight-- are the most important are the most important 
period for literacy development.period for literacy development.””

““Children take their first critical steps toward learning to Children take their first critical steps toward learning to 
read and write very early in life.  Long before they can read and write very early in life.  Long before they can 
exhibit reading and writing production skills, they begin to exhibit reading and writing production skills, they begin to 
acquire some basic understandings of the concepts acquire some basic understandings of the concepts 
about literacy and its functionsabout literacy and its functions””

Neuman, Copple & Bredekamp (2000)Neuman, Copple & Bredekamp (2000)



What is literacy?What is literacy?

““Literacy involves the integration of Literacy involves the integration of listening, speaking, listening, speaking, 
reading, writing and critical thinkingreading, writing and critical thinking .  .  
It incorporates numeracy.  It includes the cultural It incorporates numeracy.  It includes the cultural 
knowledge which enables a speaker, writer or reader to knowledge which enables a speaker, writer or reader to 
recognise and use language appropriate to different recognise and use language appropriate to different 
social situations.  social situations.  

For an advanced technological society (such as For an advanced technological society (such as 
Australia) the goal is an active literacy which allows Australia) the goal is an active literacy which allows 
people to use language to enhance their capacity to people to use language to enhance their capacity to 
think, create and question, in order to participate think, create and question, in order to participate 
effectively in society.effectively in society.””

Zimerman & Norton, 1990, p146Zimerman & Norton, 1990, p146



What is expected of children in What is expected of children in 
years K (Prep), 1 and 2?years K (Prep), 1 and 2?

A  B  C



What is expected of children in What is expected of children in 
years K (Prep), 1 and 2?years K (Prep), 1 and 2?

For a summary print version of standards  from the 
Australian Curriculum in relation to K to Years 1 – 2 
refer to the ECTA website www.ecta.org.au
under Advocacy>National Projects  

or 
View the entire Draft K – 10 Australian Curriculum via 
the ACARA consultation portal
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au./Documents



Kindergarten (Prep) Achievement Listening and speak ing
By the end of Kindergarten, students are able to 
� listen attentively for short periods. 
� listen and respond appropriately to the content of short spoken texts 

that use everyday language and familiar vocabulary and to texts read 
aloud. 

� Recall one or two ideas, events and details from texts listened to or 
viewed. 

� show developing understanding of how texts convey meaning and 
take many forms . 

� recognise rhymes, syllables and single sounds in short spoken 
words. 

� talk informally on familiar topics with peers, teachers and known 
adults in everyday classroom situations.

� use informal talk effectively to engage in pair, group and class 
discussions and participate in group tasks.

Achievement standards years K (prep) in 
relation to standard English.

Draft K – 10 Australian Curriculum http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au./Documents
Australian Curriculum Assessment and Reporting authority (ACARA). http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Home



Kindergarten (Prep) Achievement Reading
By the end of Kindergarten, students are able to 
� recognise several types of print texts and identify the purposes of some 

familiar texts. 
� effectively navigate a simple picture book or digital text using knowledge of 

basic concepts about print .
� discuss how factual texts differ from imaginative texts . 
� name sound–letter matches for most consonants and short vowels, 

recognise high frequency sight words and work out short regular words 
using context, grammatical and phonic knowledge . 

� read aloud short, predictable texts with some fluency and demonstrate 
early reading strategies such as re-reading to maintain meaning. 

� retell one or two events in a story or a film, and discuss events and 
characters. 

� relate one or two facts from an information text. 
� recognise and name most letters of the alphabet.

Achievement standards years K (prep) in 
relation to standard English.

Draft K – 10 Australian Curriculum http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au./Documents
Australian Curriculum Assessment and Reporting authority (ACARA). http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Home



Kindergarten (Prep) Achievement Writing
By the end of Kindergarten, students are able to
� write short texts of one or two sentences to retell events and 

experiences for a small range of audiences . 
� understand concepts about print such as letters, words, and 

sentences. 
� use left to right directionality , return sweep and spaces between 

words. 
� handwrite most lower case and some upper case lette rs , and 

use some capital letters and full stops . 
� show some evidence of the use of sound–letter knowledge to 

write unknown words and spell a small number of common words 
correctly. 

� use a keyboard to compose short texts , locating the keys for 
most letters including capital letters and full stops.

Achievement standards years K (prep) in 
relation to standard English.

Draft K – 10 Australian Curriculum http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au./Documents
Australian Curriculum Assessment and Reporting authority (ACARA). http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Home



Achievement standards years K (prep), 1 
and 2 in relation to standard English.

For a summary print version of standards in relation to 
Years 1 – 2 refer to the ECTA website www.ecta.org.au

under Advocacy>National Projects  
or 

view the Draft K – 10 Australian Curriculum via the ACARA 
consultation portal

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au./Documents



Literacy skillsLiteracy skills

�� Understanding of abstract symbols/letter recognitio nUnderstanding of abstract symbols/letter recognitio n
�� Understanding of letters/sounds and letter/sound Understanding of letters/sounds and letter/sound 

relationships (phonetics)relationships (phonetics)
�� Understanding letter/word order (syntax)Understanding letter/word order (syntax)
�� Comprehension, vocabulary, predictionComprehension, vocabulary, prediction
�� Visual discriminationVisual discrimination
�� FineFine --motor strength, pencil grip and handmotor strength, pencil grip and hand --eye eye 

coordinationcoordination
�� Letter formationLetter formation
�� DirectionalityDirectionality



““Learning to Learning to 
read and read and 
write is a write is a 
complex, complex, 
multifaceted multifaceted 
processprocess””
Neuman, Copple & Bredekamp Neuman, Copple & Bredekamp 
(2000)(2000)



There are a number of skills and There are a number of skills and 
behaviours which children need to behaviours which children need to 
develop in order to be successful develop in order to be successful 
readers and writers.readers and writers.

They are associated with the following They are associated with the following 
areas:areas:

Learning to read and writeLearning to read and write



�� Understanding links between Oral and Understanding links between Oral and 
Written LanguageWritten Language
�� Semantics:  The meaning of words/languageSemantics:  The meaning of words/language

�� Phonetics: The relationship between letters Phonetics: The relationship between letters 
and soundsand sounds

�� Book handling skillsBook handling skills

�� Concepts of printConcepts of print

�� ComprehensionComprehension

�� Attitudes to written languageAttitudes to written language

Learning to read and writeLearning to read and write



Learning to read and writeLearning to read and write

Some key points to remember:Some key points to remember:

�� Oral language forms the basis for all Oral language forms the basis for all 
literacy developmentliteracy development

�� A rich oral vocabulary is a childA rich oral vocabulary is a child’’s s greatest greatest 
tool in learning to read and writetool in learning to read and write

�� Learning to read is best learned by Learning to read is best learned by 
learning to writelearning to write



Developmental stages in learning Developmental stages in learning 
to writeto write

As you would expect, development in writing As you would expect, development in writing 
closely follows the development of reading, closely follows the development of reading, 
moving from early approximations to moving from early approximations to 
increasingly refined understandings.  increasingly refined understandings.  

Children follow some identifiable stages in the Children follow some identifiable stages in the 
development of written language.  development of written language.  

These are as follows:These are as follows:



Developmental stages in learning Developmental stages in learning 
to writeto write

�� Drawing and ScribblingDrawing and Scribbling
�� Role Play WritingRole Play Writing
�� Alphabetic WritingAlphabetic Writing
�� LabellingLabelling
�� SoundSound--Letter Hypothesis Letter Hypothesis 

(Inventive Spelling)(Inventive Spelling)
�� Using Standard FormsUsing Standard Forms



Developmental stages in learning Developmental stages in learning 
to writeto write

Drawing and scribblingDrawing and scribbling



Developmental stages in learning Developmental stages in learning 
to writeto write

Role Play WritingRole Play Writing



Developmental stages in learning Developmental stages in learning 
to writeto write

Alphabetic WritingAlphabetic Writing



Developmental stages in learning Developmental stages in learning 
to writeto write

LabellingLabelling



Developmental stages in learning Developmental stages in learning 
to writeto write

SoundSound--Letter Hypothesis Letter Hypothesis 

(Invented Spelling)(Invented Spelling)



Developmental stages in learning Developmental stages in learning 
to writeto write

Using Standard FormsUsing Standard Forms



““Teaching practices associated with outdated views of Teaching practices associated with outdated views of 
literacy development and/or learning theories are still literacy development and/or learning theories are still 
prevalent in many classrooms.  Such practices include prevalent in many classrooms.  Such practices include 
extensive wholeextensive whole--group instruction and intensive drill and group instruction and intensive drill and 
practice on isolated skills for groups or individuals.  practice on isolated skills for groups or individuals.  
These practices, not particularly effective for primaryThese practices, not particularly effective for primary--
grade children, are even less suitable and effective with grade children, are even less suitable and effective with 
preschool and kindergarten children.preschool and kindergarten children.””

““Young children especially need to be engaged in Young children especially need to be engaged in 
experiences that make academic content meaningful and experiences that make academic content meaningful and 
build on prior learning.build on prior learning.””

Neuman, Copple & Bredekamp (2000)Neuman, Copple & Bredekamp (2000)

Teaching reading and writingTeaching reading and writing



What literacy skills do What literacy skills do 
these worksheets support?these worksheets support?

ReadingReading

WritingWriting

SpeakingSpeaking

Listening Listening 









Are these worksheets Are these worksheets 
engaging experiences?engaging experiences?

Do they make academic Do they make academic 
content meaningful?content meaningful?

Do they build on prior Do they build on prior 
learning?learning?

Do they represent valid Do they represent valid 
assessment tools?assessment tools?



Play-based alternatives

Promoting a positive learning disposition Promoting a positive learning disposition 
towards reading and writing using literacy playtowards reading and writing using literacy play



Sample cards from Early childhood literacy and numeracy:  
Building good practice: Marilyn Fleer and Bridie Raban (2007) 
DEEWR

Using literacy playUsing literacy play



Sample cards from Early childhood literacy and numeracy:  
Building good practice: Marilyn Fleer and Bridie Raban (2007) 
DEEWR

Using literacy playUsing literacy play



Sample cards from Early childhood literacy and numeracy:  
Building good practice: Marilyn Fleer and Bridie Raban (2007) 
DEEWR

Using literacy playUsing literacy play



Sample cards from Early childhood literacy and numeracy:  
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Using literacy playUsing literacy play



Sample cards from Early childhood literacy and numeracy:  
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DEEWR

Using literacy playUsing literacy play



Sample cards from Early childhood literacy and numeracy:  
Building good practice: Marilyn Fleer and Bridie Raban (2007) 
DEEWR

Using literacy playUsing literacy play



Sample cards from Early childhood literacy and numeracy:  
Building good practice: Marilyn Fleer and Bridie Raban (2007) 
DEEWR

Using literacy playUsing literacy play



Sample cards from Early childhood literacy and numeracy:  
Building good practice: Marilyn Fleer and Bridie Raban (2007) 
DEEWR

Using literacy playUsing literacy play



Basic condition for written language Basic condition for written language 
development (reading and writing)development (reading and writing)

�� They are immersed in itThey are immersed in it

�� It fulfils their own needs and purposesIt fulfils their own needs and purposes

�� Others trust that they learn and expect that Others trust that they learn and expect that 
they willthey will

�� They receive positive responses to their They receive positive responses to their 
attemptsattempts

�� They get the help they need when they They get the help they need when they 
need itneed it



Promoting literacy through books

Sample cards from Early childhood literacy and numeracy:  Building good practice: Marilyn Fleer and Bridie Raban (2007) 
DEEWR



Story innovations

What other texts are great for innovating?
Ideas sourced from Beginning Whole Language: A practical guide by Kristin G. Schlosser and Vicki L. Phillips (1991)



Poetry cubes

Why not put some pages/pictures from nursery 
rhymes on a poetry cube?

Ideas sourced from Beginning Whole Language: A practical guide by Kristin G. Schlosser and Vicki L. Phillips (1991)



Create a poem box or poetry corner

Ideas sourced from Beginning Whole Language: A practical guide by Kristin G. Schlosser and Vicki L. Phillips (1991)



What other stories follow a logical sequence or 
contain prepositions?

Ideas sourced from Beginning Whole Language: A practical guide by Kristin G. Schlosser and Vicki L. Phillips (1991)

Story maps



There are LOTS of ways to retell good stories, and 
children can and should be offered LOTS of opportunities 
to retell familiar stories.

Retelling

� Felt Stories
� Magnetic Stories
� Acting out with props 
� Sequence cards
� Story pictures
� Oral retelling using a story apron
� Listening to tape/CD stories



A play-based approach to…

�� Word wallsWord walls

�� Sight wordsSight words

�� Handwriting worksheetsHandwriting worksheets

�� Phonics programsPhonics programs

�� Early ReadersEarly Readers

While I do not consider the above strategies ‘best practice’ for early childhood 
settings (particularly pre-prep and prep settings)  there are ways that these can 
be offered in a more play-based way.



you can use it to ‘build’ real word walls with your 
‘word wall’ words if you must use word walls.

Ideas sourced from Beginning Whole Language: A practical guide by Kristin G. Schlosser and Vicki L. Phillips (1991)

Word Walls

Block Play provides rich opportunities for 
promoting literacy skills in a meaningful 
way…but…



..it can also be a place to hide sight words or key text 
from familiar stories.  Children can ‘discover’ them 
as they play.

Sight words

Outdoors provides a great space for 
children to retell and act out stories and 
other literacy experiences…but…



This idea can be a great way to promote open-
ended writing experiences in the home…but…if 
you send home writing ‘worksheets’, then consider 
what message that sends to parents.

Ideas sourced from Beginning Whole Language: A practical guide by Kristin G. Schlosser and Vicki L. Phillips (1991)

Handwriting worksheets



they can be a place to offer children a choice to 
experiment with formalised phonics/literacy/colouring in 
‘worksheets’ if needed.

Ideas sourced from Beginning Whole Language: A practical guide by Kristin G. Schlosser and Vicki L. Phillips (1991)

Phonics programs
Writing centres

provide 
opportunities for 
children to 
experiment with 
and use a range 
of basic writing 
materials…but…



This idea can be a 
great way to 
introduce parents 
to quality 
children’s books 
and promote 
opportunities for 
‘read together’
experiences in the 
home …but…

Ideas sourced from Learning to Read and write: Developmentally appropriate practices for young children Neuman, Copple & Neuman, Copple & 
Bredekamp (2000)Bredekamp (2000)

Home/Early readers

it can also be a way to introduce parents to the concept 
of early readers….and to provide guidance about how 
they can support their child through home/early readers.



Art areas can be used to 
introduce children to language 
and writing…art is a child’s first 
form of storytelling.

Other great uses for literacy play spaces



Dramatic Play can occur 
anywhere.  Add some ‘real –life’ props 
or props relevant to a favourite story and you 
will have instant role play, acting out and 
retelling.

Other great uses for literacy play spaces



Reading corners don’t only have to 
be  indoors, and they don’t only have 
to have books, you can include 
sequence/story cards, felt stories or story 
puzzles.

Other great uses for literacy play spaces



Science centres can be used to 
introduce children to factual books 
and language.

Other great uses for literacy play spaces



Science centres can also be used to 
promote children’s own writing through 
drawing or copying texts.

Other great uses for literacy play spaces



Other great uses for literacy play spaces

Intentional teaching around literacy 
often occurs during mat/group times but they 
should not be limited to this time.



Other great uses for literacy play spaces

Thoughtfully selected resources
around literacy can inspire and also maintain 
interest in literacy-based play.  Assessing 
learning is the key!



Planning for and documenting Planning for and documenting 
literacy learningliteracy learning

The Australian Curriculum does not appear to ask 
educators to assess whether each child ‘knows how to 
write the letter ‘R’ or ‘Knows what sound the letter ‘P’
makes, so why would educators set out to teach and 
assess children’s literacy in such a way?

The document contains a range of demonstratable, 
observable competencies or skills in language, literature 
and literacy that can be used to guide the teaching and 
assessment of learning.



Just because the curriculum states:

“ By the end of Kindergarten, students are able to name 
sound–letter matches for most consonants and 
short vowels”…

…it does not mean that we abandon what we 
know to be best pedagogical practice for early 
childhood and begin to teach phonemic 
awareness using ‘out of context’ ‘kill and drill’
approaches.  The curriculum outlines what 
children are expected to achieve…

Planning for and documenting Planning for and documenting 
literacy learningliteracy learning



…how we as educators choose to bring 
children to that point is part of the 
decision-making process that educators 
use when planning for and assessing 
learning.

Planning for and documenting Planning for and documenting 
literacy learningliteracy learning



Indicators of your learnings today Indicators of your learnings today 

�� You will strongly and directly integrate literacy You will strongly and directly integrate literacy 
play within the programme play within the programme 

�� You will record specific literacy play You will record specific literacy play 
opportunities (both intentional and spontaneous)opportunities (both intentional and spontaneous)

�� Children will demonstrate basic literacy skills Children will demonstrate basic literacy skills 
�� You will record specific literacy skills You will record specific literacy skills 

demonstrated during play opportunities (both demonstrated during play opportunities (both 
intentional and spontaneous)intentional and spontaneous)

�� You will continue to actively seek to broaden You will continue to actively seek to broaden 
your knowledge of literacyyour knowledge of literacy
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