ECTA 2006 Conference Overview
Dr Sue Bredekamp kicked off another successful ECTA conference at John Paul College, Daisy Hill Brisbane on the 24th of June.  Conference delegates were treated to a number of dynamic presenters who spoke on a broad range of topics, from Anxiety in Early Childhood to Using Clay in the Early Childhood Environment.  
Some of the highlights of this year’s conference were the extensive trade fair, excellent new rooms (somewhat warmer than last year!) and musical interludes performed by the talented musical duo “The Splitters”.  Susie and Phil had the delegates rockin’ in their seats early in the day, with an ECTA song sung to the tune of “Down Town”.  The Splitters also made a musical appearance for the fun round up of the day at the C & K sponsored wine and cheese.  Speaking of sponsors, the major sponsor of this year’s conference was QIEC Super and Midiasphere – BroadLEARN Early Learning was the Platinum sponsor.  Other sponsors included the Qld Department of Communities, EDSCO Education Supply Company, Sloan and Kemp Consultants and i.on my school by Thoughtware.  ECTA also sponsored some regional members to attend this year’s conference, and their journal contributions will be included in future EYC journals.
Dr Sue Bredekamp’s keynote address was the warm up to her Master Class discussion on the role of the early childhood practitioner in children’s play, and children’s play in literacy development.  She highlighted the place of phonemic awareness in an adult/child blended approach to developmentally appropriate literacy practices.  Former school principal and father of three sons, Ian Lillico, engaged his audience through a practical approach to young boys and their education.  Ian’s address highlighted the way in which boys think about their gender and how boys are influenced by their social peers.  His presentation outlined the impact that the environment (including their social status and academic success), the school and the family have on their positive self concept and achievements.

If you felt like getting your hands dirty, Rebecca Lennon’s workshop on using clay in the early childhood environment offered the opportunity to discover some basic hand building techniques and provided some valuable strategies for using clay in the classroom.  Another hands on workshop was presented by Education Queensland’s Gary Davey.  This workshop gave effective strategies for engaging children through flexible pathways to learning.  
Two workshops, Habits of the Mind and The Importance of Auditory Processing Skills in the Early Years gave an insight into some emerging topics in early education.  Both of these workshops provided detailed handouts on strategies to enrich and augment children’s learning in relation to these areas.
Lunchtime was not only a time for eating delicious food and stretching your legs, it was also a time for building networks and maxing your credit card at the trade fair.   This year’s conference had an abundance of trade displays and goodies to purchase.  With shopping over, the lunch time programme offered a choice of a Preparatory Year update, a networking discussion for teacher aides and assistants, an update from the Queensland College of Teachers on the requirements for registration in 2007 or a tongue-in-cheek ‘I’m not stressed, I always look like this’ musical session with Phil Splitter.
With full Bunnings bags, and notepads crammed with new ideas and strategies, weary delegates wrapped up the day with a full bodied red and the chance to win one of many prizes donated by the generous trade display businesses.  The C & K sponsored wine and cheese gave a last minute opportunity to speak with the conference presenters and farewell each other.    For those members who were unable to attend, we hope you enjoy the contributions made by conference presenters in the next two EYC journals.   

This year’s conference will be hard to better, but the band of tireless conference committee volunteers is already reviewing and planning next year’s big event.   If you would like to join the conference committee, please contact ECTA on 07 3211 4260 or email: info@ecta.org.au
